Official Repor}.‘é of the Battle in the North Sea
Given Qut by British and German Naval Officials

The official accounts of the North Sea battle, as issued by the British and German Admiral-
ties, are as follows, the statement given out in Berlin being dated Thursday and those made public

in London being dated Friday:

_-——

German Admiralty Report.

‘During an c¢nterprise directed to the northward
our high sea fleet on May 31 encountered the main
part of the English fighting fleet, which was consid-
erably superior to our forces.

During the afternoon, between Skagerak and Horn :
Riff, a heavy engagement developed, which was suc-
cessful to us, and which continued during the whole .

night. n

In this engagement, so far as known up to the
present, there were destroyved by us the large battle-~
ship Warspite, the battle-cruisers Queen Mary and In-
defatigoble, two armored cruisers, apparently of the
Achllles tvpe; one small cruiser, the new flagships of
destroyer scquadrons, the Turbulent, Nestor, and Al-
caster,
and one submarine.

By observation, which was free and clear of ob-

a large number of torpedo-boat destroyers, .

jects, it was stated that a large number of English
battleships suffered damage from our ships and the
attacks of our torpedo-boat flotilla during the day
engagement and throughout the night. Among others,
the large battleship Marlborough iwas hit by a tor-
pedo. This was confirmed by prisoners.

Several of our ships rescued parts of the crews of
the sunken English ships, among thém being two and
the only survivors of the Indefatigable.

On our side the small cruiser Weisbaden, by hostile
gunfire during the day engagement, and his Majesty's
ship Pommern, during the night, as the result of a
torpedo, were sunk. ' o

The fate of his Majesty’'s ship Frauenlob, which is
missing, and of some torpedo boats, which have not
returned yet, is unknown.

The high sea fleet returned today (Thurstday) into

our port.

Britishh Admiralfty Reports.

On the afternoon of Wednesday, the 3ist of. “May,
a naval engagement took place off the coast of
Jutland.

The British ships on which the brunt of the fight-~
ing fell were the battle-cruiser fleet and some cruis-
ers and light cruisers. supported by four fast battleships.
Among these the losses were heavy.

The German battle-fleet, aided by low visibility,
avoided a prolonged action with our main forces. As
soon as these appeared on the scene the enemy re-
turned to port, though not before receiving severe damage
from our battleships.

The battle~cruisers Queen Mary, Indefatigable, and
Invincible, and the cruisers Defence and Black Prince
were sunk.

The Warrior was disabled, and after being‘ towed
for some time had to be abandoned by her crew.

It is also known that the destroyers Tipperary,
Turbulent Fortune, Sparrowhawlk, and Ardent were
lost, and six others are_not yet accounted for.

No British battleships or light cruisers were sunk.

The enemy’'s losses were serious. At least one
battle cruiser was destroyed and one was severely
damaged. One battleship is reported to have been
sunk by our destroyers.

During the night attack
disabled and probably sunk.

two light cruisers were

The exact number of enemy destrovers disposed of
‘ during the action cannot be ascertained with any cer-
tainty, but must have been large. :

Later this further statement was issued:
Since the foregoing communication was issued a fur-
ther report has been received from the Commander-in-

Chief of the Grand Fleet stating that it has now been
ascertained that our total losses in destroyers amount to "

eight boats in all.

The Commander-in-Chief also reports that it is now
possible to form a closer estimate of the losses and the
damage sustained by the enemy fleet.

One dreadnought battleship of the Kaiser class was

blown up in an attack by British destroyers and another
dreadnought battieship of the Kaiser class is believed to
have been sunk by gunfire.” Of three German battle
cruisers, two of which are believed were the Derfflinger
-and the Liitzow, one was blown up, another was heavily
engaged by our battle fleet and was seen to be disabled
-and stopping, and the third was observed to be seriously
| damaged. :

One German light cruiser and six German destroyers
were sunk, and at least two more German light cruisers
were sSeen to be disabled. Further repeated hits <were
observed on three other German battleships that were
engaged,

Finally,

a German submarine was rammed and sunk.
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